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go to the bad* It is quite true that when he spoke the
only people unemployed were the incurably Ia2y, the
infirm, and the unemployables* On this point the trade
union returns afforded cogent proof* But when Mr*
Lloyd George proceeded to infer that the income of
the country was higher than usual and that the savings
of an ordinary year might be doubled and pocketed by
the state* he entered upon doubtful and disputable
ground* For to begin with* above two million men
had been drafted from the mines* workshops, agricul-
ture* and fisheries* and general business of the country
into the army and navy* Agricultural labourers* instead
of ploughing* had been learning to shoot; fishermen
were trawling for mines; coal miners were digging
trenches in Flanders* Above all, there was an immense
rise in prices, which really meant a general reduction
in wages and salaries* Mr* Lloyd George seemed to be
preparing the House of Commons for a general tax
upon wages as well as for further additions to the income
tax* Against this Mr* Philip Snowden argued that no
further taxation ought to be imposed on the wage-
earning classes, because the purchasing power of wages
had fallen till a sovereign was only worth 17 or 18
shillings* The increased duties on beer, whiskey, and
tea he held to be a comparatively small item in com-
parison with the general rise of 20 or 30 per cent* in
food prices* He put the reduction in spending power of
the working classes at about 180 millions, their total
spending power before the war having been 800 millions*
Over two million men had been withdrawn from wage-
earning employment, and only one million a year, he
believed, had so far been added to wages in the shape
of war bonuses* But Mr* Snowden saw no insuperable